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The Houston Zoo Saving Wildlife Impact Report
is a reflection of the work the Zoo has accomplished 
to save wildlife locally and globally, in collaboration 
with our wildlife conservation partners. This report 
is organized by geographic region and details 
accomplishments from 2018.
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This report aligns with the Houston Zooôs strategic plan

Brand Strategic Priority 

ñDevelop a Saving Wildlife Brand" ð The Houston 

Zoo will be a leader in saving wildlife and our brand 

will be synonymous with this leadership.



North American and Caribbean Wildlife

Impact Report 2021

Partners include: International Crane Foundation, 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Texas A&M 
University, and United States Fish and Wildlife Service, 
National Park Service, Sea Turtle Stranding and Salvage 
Network(STSSN), and St. Vincent Forestry Department

Over 100 Zoo species found in region, 
which are being protected by our partnersô efforts
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North American and Caribbean Wildlife

Partner with over 10 wildlife conservation 
organizations.

Houston Zoo has worked to save 
wildlife in region since 2004.

Over 100 Zoo species found in region, which 
are being protected by our partnersô efforts.

2 sea turtle conservation staff 
stationed in Galveston.

1 fishing line behavior change
campaign in Galveston.

Staff, Volunteers and Zoo teens reduced plastic 
use during Plastic Free July.

Over 80 Zoo staff, volunteers and teens reduced 
single-use plastics.

Houston Zoo plastic bag, bottle, and straw free 
saving ~80,000 plastic bags, ~300,000 plastic 
bottles, and ~23,000 plastic straws from ending 
up in the ocean.

Fishing line and ocean trash collected in Galveston, 
preventing wildlife entanglement and ingestion .

Zoo Campers kept148 lbs. of plastic out of the 
waste stream by bringing reusable water bottles to 
camp and recycled37 lbs. of snack wrappers.

Less material in the landfills means more 
wild space for wildlife like bobcats or 
porcupines in Texas.

14 native plant areas around the Zoo.

Saved trees through new paperless
admission system.

Guided 2 Bird Friendly coffee certifications for
local Houston roasters.

PARTNERSHIP OVERVIEW RESEARCH & MONITORING

69 Attwaterôs prairie chickens reproduced 
at the Zoo, released back into the wild.

782,000 Houston toad eggs, 150 tadpoles 
and 450 toadlets released to the wild in Texas.

101 wild green sea turtles, 42 wild Kempôs ridley 
sea turtles, 10 wild Loggerheads received care 
from the Zooôs veterinary clinic team.

40 Zoo staff assisted with rehabilitated 
wild sea turtle releases.

50 specialized boots donated for
St. Vincent post-volcanic eruption Parrot 
censusexpedition.

Bird -safe window treatments on new orangutan 
exhibit, bear exhibit, North Administration 
building, and Cypress Café reduce wild bird 
collision incidents on Zoo grounds. 

The Zoo worked with the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service on saving migratory native birds from the 
local pet trade.
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W I L D L I F E -S AVI N G R E S U LT S  2 0 2 1

THREAT REDUCTION

EDUCATION

Partnered with 10 local schools to 
savewildlife. 125 items created for wildlife on 
school campuses (bird feeders, toadabodes, 
pollinator palaces).

Provided St. Vincent parrot breedin g and 
husbandry training for St. Vincent Forestry 
Department staff.



The Zoo rescues many sea turtles each year in Texas.



Galápagos and 
Ocean Wildlife
Impact Report 2021

Partners include: Ecology Project 

International/Galápagos National Parks and 
the Galápagos Tortoise Movement Ecology 
Program/Charles Darwin Foundation

11 Zoo species found in region,
which are being protected by our partnersô efforts. 

The Zoo provided mentoring, training and support for 

this wildlife-saving work.
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Galápagos and Ocean Wildlife

Partner with 3 wildlife conservation 
organizations. 

Houston Zoo has worked to save wildlife in 
region since 2013.

11Zoo species found in region,
which are being protected by our partnersô 
efforts.

2 conservation partner staff salaries 
supported by the Houston Zoo.

2 conservation partner from region visited 
the Houston Zoo.

1 conservation partner assisted with Asante 
donor event.

20 Galápagos conservation organization 
participated in the Zooôs Wildlife Saving 
Plastic Free July.

The Zoo provided 20 Plastic Free July 
certificates and awards for Galápagos 
conservationists.

Trained 5 Galápagos National Park
staff and 4 students to lead the green sea 
turtle monitoring program on Isabela Island.

PARTNERSHIP OVERVIEW EDUCATION

3 local Galápagos teens provided grants to 
support conservation efforts to protect 
Galápagos wildlife.

164 Galápagos community 
members participated in protecting green sea 
turtle nests on Santa Cruz Island. 32 green 
seaturtle nests protected on Santa Cruz 
Island. 26 green sea turtle nests protected 
on Isabela Island.

Over 60 tagged giant tortoises monitored on 
Santa Cruz, Isabela and Española 
Island, Galápagos.

1 Zoo staff member provided guidance for pink 
iguana conservation planning in Galápagos.

RESEARCH & MONITORING
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W I L D L I F E -S AVI N G R E S U LT S  2 0 2 1

THREAT REDUCTION

Galápagos students planted 108 endemic 
plants and eradicated 6 invasive plant species.

64 students participated in 
removing 463 invasive African giant snails 
to protect native wildlife in Galápagos.

2 seaturtle coursesthat engaged14 local
Galápagos students and provided 
them knowledge about sea turtle 
ecology,biology, conservation status and 
sea turtle monitoring protocols.

During Plastic Free July:

20 local vendors in Galápagos 
learned about the plastic problem 
and its alternatives.

60 people from Galápagos conservation 
organizations collected 2 tons of trash 
to protect wildlife.

Galápagos National Park instituted an 
initiative to empower local citizens to 
opt to use a cloth bags for bread.



The Zoo supports sea turtle nest patrols in Galapagos.


